¥
4 Kentucky Council on
Postsecondary Education

MINIMUM ADMISSIONS AND PLACEMENT

KRS 164.020(8) requires that the Council on Postsecondary Education set minimum admission standards
for students who wish to enroll at public postsecondary education institutions. 13 KAR 2:020 fulfills this
obligation and advises prospective students, local school districts, and public postsecondary institutions
on the minimum requirements for admission and course placement to facilitate transition into
postsecondary education.

The regulation was last modified in 2012. This current amendment simplifies the structure for minimum
admission criteria and related course placement by focusing on core state-level policy objectives. It
requires that traditional high school graduates admitted to a public university have a high school GPA of
2.5 on a 4.0 scale. Students with a 2.0 to 2.49 may enroll after signing a learning contract with the
institution that specifies the advising, mentoring, tutoring and support services expectations for both
the student and the institution, student learning goals and expectations, student participation
requirements in a financial literacy program, the process by which student progress will be monitored,
and the specified length of the learning contract.

The amendment also mandates the implementation of the corequisite model for students needing
remediation in core content areas. A corequisite course is a credit-bearing course that includes
enhanced academic supports, such as additional hours of instruction, tutoring, mentoring, or advising.
Moving toward the corequisite model of remediation will assist students in progressing to a degree
more quickly outside the traditional developmental model, which is often more costly and ineffective in
progressing students toward degree completion.
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Questions about Admissions

1. What is the rationale for requiring a high school GPA of 2.0/4.0 to be admitted to a public university?

CPE staff analyzed records of three cohorts totaling more than 50,000 freshman students entering
Kentucky public universities and found that a high school GPA of 2.0 was the performance level at which
the first- to second-year retention rate exceeded 50%. This conclusion remained the same for both low
income and underrepresented minority students.

Data also showed that retention rates increased significantly for students with a 2.5 high school GPA
and above. In order to improve student success for those students with a 2.0 to 2.49, a  learning
contract is required with the university that outlines the advising, mentoring, tutoring  and support
services tailored for individual student needs.

2. The regulation states, “Each institution shall develop and publish in the catalog or other appropriate
publications policies and procedures for the readmission of students that have sat out three (3) or more
semesters from the admitting institution.” Is it three “Fall and Spring” terms or does summer count as a
full term?

Summer counts as a semester.

3. The regulation says that admitted students who have not completed the world language requirement of
the pre-college curriculum “must complete the world language requirements established by the
institution as part of their college curriculum.” Since not all majors require a world language, how does
that affect those students?

The world language requirement refers to all admitted students required to complete the pre-college
curriculum. So if your institution admits someone who has not met the world language requirement of
the pre-college curriculum, the institution must provide those courses, regardless of the student’s major,
in order for the student to graduate from your institution.

There is concern of colleges/universities being able to provide the adequate teaching resources if all
admitted students without two credits of a foreign language must take a course.

Institutions are not required to admit students without the world language requirement. But if an
institution admits a student without the world language requirement, the institution is required to

provide the world language requirement to those students.

If academic programs provide additional world language requirements, these programs will exceed 120
credit hours.
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Institutions are not required to admit these students, and this requirement is not a part of degree
program requirements. These students, for example, could fulfil this requirement through general
education requirements and/or free electives.

4. The regulation states that an applicant transferring to a university with twenty-four (24) or more
semester credit hours applicable to a baccalaureate degree with a grade point average (GPA) of at least
2.00 on a 4.00 scale shall meet the minimum requirements for admission to a degree program. If the
student has less than 24 credit hours, must they be evaluated in accordance with the full policy?

Yes, the student would have to meet the requirements of one of the other subsections of Section 3.

Is transfer GPA used to determine learning contract requirements?

No. The regulation focuses only on the high school GPA for purpose of the learning contract.

5. We're reviewing our admissions information as we prepare for fall 2020 and wanted to clarify the
requirements for the learning contract. Is a student required to be on a learning contract based on the
GPA at the time of admission or based on the final transcript submitted after high school graduation?

Since the learning contract must be entered into prior to enrollment, not admission, you would base the
decision on the final GPA. However, there is nothing in the regulation that would prohibit you from
entering into a learning contract with this student if you believe it’s in the student’s best interest.

6. If astudent has a 2.5 at time of admission, does the GPA have to be checked beyond that point?

The high school GPA is checked upon admission to the institution prior to taking dual credit general
education courses. Once admitted, a student has been deemed to have met the minimum GPA
requirement and it does not need to be re-assessed. Students still have to meet any course prerequisites.

7. The regulation states that dual credit students enrolling in general education courses must have an
unweighted high school GPA of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale, as well as meet any course prerequisites.
What if the student is a high school freshman and does not yet have a high school GPA?

In that case, academic readiness may be determined by meeting or exceeding the college readiness
benchmarks adopted by the Council. The readiness indicators can be found at
http.//cpe.ky.qov/policies/collegereadiness.html.
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8. Section 6 refers to minimum requirements for dual credit and early college admission. What is meant
by early college?

This section refers to any number of models that allow high school students to simultaneously take high
school and college courses. Early college, for the purposes of this requlation, does not have any special
definition and simply refers to a situation in which a student who has not yet graduated high school
takes a college course from a public institution.
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Questions about Placement

1. Section 7 refers to minimum requirements for students demonstrating academic readiness. What is
meant by curriculum pathway?

Curriculum pathway is defined in Section 1 as a specified series of courses or competencies needed to
complete a credential or degree. For purposes of this regulation, the curriculum pathways are identified
in the College Readiness Indicators document that can be found at
http://cpe.ky.qov/policies/collegereadiness.html.

2. The regulation says that KCTCS students will be required to take no more than one developmental
course in an academic pathway. Suppose a student begins in one pathway and takes a developmental
course in mathematics. Later, the student changes pathways. Can the student be required to take a
different developmental course appropriate to the new pathway?

The KCTCS institution would have the option of placing the student in another developmental course in
the new pathway. However, given that the student has already shown the ability to succeed in credit-
bearing coursework, it seems reasonable that he or she would be placed in a corequisite course rather
than a developmental course in the new pathway. If the student could meet the admission requirements
to a public university at this point, then he or she would automatically be afforded the opportunity of a
corequisite course.

3. If aninternational transfer student’s placement scores do not meet college readiness indicators and
they do not have transfer credit in math, reading, or writing that exempts them, are they
required to complete the appropriate developmental or supplemental course?

The placement requirements within the regulation apply to all students. Therefore, an international
student who does not meet college readiness benchmarks should be placed in the appropriate
corequisite gateway course.

To be clear, does this include both international freshmen and international transfer students?

For the international transfer students, there is an expectation that your institution will evaluate the
prior coursework and determine whether readiness needs to be assessed.

4. Can scores older than four years be used for admission but students will then be required to take
placement tests if the scores are older than four years? Or can an admission decision not be made until
new scores have been attained?

In terms of the regulation, an admission exam must be taken in conformance with the laws pertaining to
K-12 education, but the actual scores aren’t used as part of the minimum admissions standards. The

Updated September 20, 2019 5



¥
4« Kentucky Council on

Postsecondary Education

regulation only requires their use in placement decisions. Your institution may require standardized
scores for admissions purposes, but that is not state policy. In terms of placing students in appropriate
courses, those test scores should not be older than four years.

5. Inthe last version of the regulation, students who had successfully completed a developmental or
supplemental course at a state-supported postsecondary institution were exempt from taking a
developmental or supplemental course at the institution to which they were transferring. Our institution
interpreted that to mean that we could accept developmental or supplemental coursework from
Kentucky public institutions to demonstrate academic readiness and have enrolled these students into
credit-bearing courses in their degree pathways. We have required a placement exam for transfer
students from out-of-state or private institutions. How is this interpretation affected by the revisions to
the regulation?

The current version of the regulation supersedes the previous version, so any inference to the previous
provisions would not be appropriate.

Starting in Fall 2019, public universities will not offer any developmental education courses. If a student
takes a corequisite course at a public university, that course would transfer as the gateway course at the
receiving institution. If the student transfers before completing a corequisite course, he or she would be
placed in a corequisite course at the receiving university. If a student takes a developmental course at a
KCTCS institution then transfers, he or she would be placed in a corequisite course at the receiving
university.

Alternatively, the receiving institution could choose to administer a placement exam. If the student
scored at or above benchmark, then he or she could be placed into a traditional gateway course.

How does the receiving institution treat out-of-state developmental coursework?

The options would be the same for out-of-state students. The receiving institution could either place the
student directly in a corequisite course or could administer a placement exam. If the student scored at or
above benchmark, then he or she could be placed into a traditional gateway course.

6. Inthe past, twelve credit hours of general education coursework could demonstrate readiness in
reading for transfer students. Is this still the case?

Not necessarily. If the student has passed a gateway course in a particular curriculum pathway, then the
student should not be asked to repeat that course. However, passing the gateway course in the English
curriculum pathway does not demonstrate readiness in any of the quantitative reasoning pathways, for
instance. So the student would need to demonstrate college readiness through any of the methods
outlined in the College Readiness Indicators document.
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If the student does not demonstrate readiness through the placement exam, the student would be
required to enroll in the corequisite.

Yes.

7. Section 7(2) says that “A student who does not demonstrate academic readiness shall be administered
an academic readiness placement exam only in the area in which the student does not meet the
benchmark.” Does that mean that every institution must administer placement tests for every student
not meeting benchmark in an area?

No. A student not meeting benchmark can be placed directly into a corequisite course. If an institution
offers more than one type of corequisite course, then the institution can choose to administer a
placement test to determine the most appropriate corequisite course. If an institution

chooses to administer a placement test, it can only be in the pathway in which the student did not meet
benchmark.

8. What if my university offers gateway quantitative reasoning courses for which there are no math
prerequisites?

If an institution uses any of these as gateway quantitative reasoning courses for which there are no

prerequisites, then a corequisite would need to be created in order to meet this requirement. Students
not meeting the benchmark would not be able to be placed in the courses without the corequisite.
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